CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2020

Our youth confirmation services will be held on Sunday, September |3
at 1:30 and 3:00 pm. Attendance is by invitation only. Both services will

be livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube.

Sunday 1:30 pm

Alyssa Rae Randolph
Hailey Anne Ristow
Jackson Tyler Rossmann
Eddie Neil Rynders
Schuyler Richard Santos
Jacob David Schenkel
Allie Rose Schneck
Dominic Jordan Schnier
Nathaniel Owen Sperber
Megan Lynn Tweedie
Preston Jay Vahovick
Brooke Kimberly Weber
Henry Stephen Westphal

Sunday 3:00 pm

Austin Keith Bertino

Evan Christopher Clark
Logan Thaddeus Eirschele
Colin Jeffrey Foley

Bailey Katherine Gallagher
Sofia Grace Garofani
Bradyn William Michael Horn
Samuel James Kneser
Aiden Kenneth Krause
Ashton Kenneth Krause
Sophia Faith Lepke

Mason James Mroczenski
Jack Michael Olson

Sara Marie Potter

Together with their parents, the confirmands selected their Confirmation verse and were asked
what this verse meant to them. This gave them the opportunity to express their faith. What
follows is each confirmand’s Confirmation verse, and profession of faith. We thank our gracious
God for the life-giving and life-sustaining gift of his Word, and we pray that he would send his
Holy Spirit to keep these young people faithful, even to the point of death, that they might

receive the crown of life.

Austin Keith Bertino

Titus 3:5-6

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior.

Austin completed the process for Confirmation at St. Jacobi Ev. Lutheran Church in Greenfield and was
unable to be present for their rescheduled Confirmation service in June.

Evan Christopher Clark Hebrews | 1:1
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.



| have chosen Hebrews | 1:1 as my Confirmation verse because for a long time, my mom has talked about
the importance of choosing the right Confirmation passage. My sister, Taylor, and my Aunt Becky have
also been telling me how important this is.

Last year, Hebrews | I:]1 was assigned for memory work. As soon as | read this passage, | knew this was
the passage | was going to choose for my verse. In Confirmation class | have come to realize the importance
of the definition of “faith.” Hebrews | |:1 has inspired in me a feeling of faithfulness to God that | pray stays
with me for the rest of my life. Catechism instruction also taught me where | am going after life on this
earth. This passage has burned into me a confident faith, though | have never physically seen God with my
own eyes.

Two major events in my life remind me that God is everywhere, though | have not physically seen him. I)
He saved my aunt from cancer when she was a young girl. If God had taken her to heaven instead, | would
never have known one of the most important people of my life. 2) Last year, my cousins were in a very bad
car accident and | remember people saying “they were lucky to have survived.” God saved my cousins
from being badly hurt and from death. If there is no God, earthly science would rule the fate of our lives.

Because of these two events, | know that God is real...and Hebrews | I:1 will always remind me of what |
believe.
Logan Thaddeus Eirschele | John 1:7

If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus,
his Son, purifies us from all sin.

| chose this verse not only because it was my Great Grandpa Schultz’s Confirmation verse, but also
because it is comforting. When it says, “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another,” it means that when Jesus came down to earth, he opened the way for me and all
believers to be in heaven and celebrate eternal life with them. When it says, “And the blood of Jesus, his
Son, purifies us from all sin,” it means that through Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection, | am
forgiven for all my sins and guaranteed an eternal life in heaven.

Colin Jeffrey Foley 2 Chronicles 15:7
As for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because of the words it uses and its special meaning to me.
When it says, “As for you, be strong,” | see the Lord saying to me that | should be strong in faith and
rooted in his Word. This verse is telling me that he will be with me through all my struggles, whether big
or small. | can apply this verse to the rest of this year and to the rest of my life. Also he tells me, “Do not
give up,” which can apply to anything | do in life. But the most important thing this verse is telling me is to
reflect on him in everything | do and serve him. Lastly, he says, “Your work will be rewarded.” This
reminds me that my work is leading others to their Savior and their place in heaven through him. My
reward is a gift of God’s grace. He allows me to come home to heaven after my time spent here on
earth.

Bailey Katherine Gallagher Joshua 24:15

If serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because when | was little, my family and | sat for a family
portrait at church and we had used this passage. So much has happened in life since then and this passage
reminds me that God is the foundation of any family. This passage also gives me comfort in knowing that
through the Holy Spirit working faith in my heart, | have the desire to serve God. God allows me to
choose my own path in faith, and this freedom that he gives shows his love towards every one of his
children who believe. As | have grown, | have come to realize how much God loves me that he sent
Jesus to die for my sins as well as everyone else's. Out of thankfulness and love to God | want to serve



him and spread his Word to others | meet. | can also serve God by praying for others in need and for
those unaware of Jesus' sacrificial death.

Sofia Grace Garofani James I:17
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does
not change like shifting shadows.

| picked this passage for a special reason. When it says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above,” this
part of the passage is a constant reminder to me that God brings me the good things in life. Even all the
bad things too. In the end, both good and bad things end up being beneficial to you. The second part of
the passage is another reason why | chose James |:17. In life, | have always dealt with many “shifting
shadows” and many friends that don’t stick around. In James 1:17, when it says, “the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows,” it reminds me that God will always be there
for me. It tells me that God, even though | am sinful, will be there always because he loves me
unconditionally in Jesus. This passage will always remind me that God brings good things to me and will
never leave or stop loving me.

Bradyn William Michael Horn Psalm 18:2
The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom | take refuge, my shield
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because | like how this verse has a strong message displaying
many different ways God is dependable. As my rock, God is the firm foundation upon which my faith is
built. He completes all that | am. As my fortress, he is a safe place for me that | can turn to for strength in
times of trouble, when | need him the most. This verse is a reminder that God is all that | need in every
area of my life, at home, school, and in sports. It is important for me to remember that God will protect
me and give me the strength that | need to tackle anything in my life. It also reminds me that my purpose
on earth is to be a witness for him, sharing the message of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life in
heaven. Jesus paid the price for all of our sins. No matter what, “It is finished.” | am a believer in him
and will forever trust that God is my rock, my deliverer, and the strength of my salvation.

Samuel James Kneser Psalm 119:105
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because | know that God will guide me and always lead me
in the right direction. During my time here at St. Paul’s, | have studied and learned God’s Word, and |
pray that | will take all that knowledge and carry it with me all through my life. God has a plan for me, and
| know that, with his help, | will always stay connected to him. | know that if | always listen to God, he will
lead me down the right path and help me make the right choices. God’s will is my guideline for doing
good works, because it is written in his Word. With God on my side | know | will do the right thing. Even
when times get dark, | know that God’s light will shine on me and always protect me. God’s plan for me
will show me the way to eternal life in heaven.

Aiden Kenneth Krause Luke 1:37
For no word from God will ever fail.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because it shows how God will never fail me ever in love
and always be there for me. In Confirmation class | have learned that everything in the Bible is true
because it is God’s breathing the words into the writers who wrote the Bible and the Word is always
right. Luke 1:37 shows how God is perfect because he is always true to me and he will never lie to me.
This verse assures me that he will never fail me. He died on the cross and forgave us our sin and saved



us so we can go to heaven. He did this as man and God. | believe God will never fail me in any way
because he is perfect in his love.

Ashton Kenneth Krause Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

| chose this as my Confirmation verse because God will always be there for me when | sin and when |
make mistakes. He will forgive my sins. It reminds me of that because of Jesus, my Lord, who died on the
cross for me. Through faith in my God | will have eternal life. The gift of God is all | need to live my life,
because God will always be there for me and he will never let me down. Whenever | am in trouble or
when | am feeling down, God will be there and help me through my life. Jesus died for my sins. Because of
that, my God will be there for me in all situations and | am confident he will always bless me.

Sophia Faith Lepke Psalm 46:5
God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.

This is my Confirmation verse because it helps me remember that God will help me through all of my
decisions. This verse also reminds me that no matter what else is going around in the world, he is helping
me keep a strong hold on his Word and promises. My Confirmation verse also reminds me of
Deuteronomy 31:6, stating that God will never leave me or forsake me and how God will never break
any of his promises. | love playing sports, and this verse reminds me that, when | don’t have a good game,
God will help me get back up on my feet and help me keep a positive attitude. This verse will also remind
me that when | need some comfort, God will always be there to comfort me in his Word.

Mason James Mroczenski | Peter 3:8-9
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone
to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because it tells me to always believe in the Lord no matter
what happens, even if a very loved one passes away or something tragic happens. | will always turn to the
Lord for help because | know the Lord is always there for me and will be with me even though | do not
deserve it. When the Lord declares my time is up, | shall glorify him with everybody else who is with him
in heaven, even though | have done nothing to deserve eternal life. There was no greater pain endured
than the pain and suffering Jesus bore for me. He gave his life for me.

Jack Michael Olson Philippians 4:13
| can do all this through him who gives me strength.

| have chosen this passage because | feel like this passage is a very great reminder. This passage reminds
me of how Jesus will always be with me and he will never look away from me.

| can always look at my Bible and open it to this passage when | am feeling down, worried or stuck. This
passage is an everlasting reminder that he will always love me. That’s why | have a cross necklace with
this passage engraved on it, so whenever | look at it, | will always get that reminder as well. | have lived
my life by this passage. | grew up with crosses and Bibles all around my house and my grandparents’
house. This passage was always brought up in some shape or form at one point at those houses on
Sundays and holidays.

This passage also has a personal meaning for me, as an athlete. | have, as | said, lived my life by this
passage. Being an athlete is just amazing, because | get to be motivated by that passage and use my gifts
that God has given me every day. With these gifts, | will be able to do anything God wills. | will be able to
leave a mark on the world and the city that | have been raised in.



This passage is a rock that | live by along with the rest of my family. This passage promises that | will be
blessed by God as | use the abilities God has given me to do good for him and to help spread his word
and grace to everyone.

Sara Marie Potter John 13:7
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you will understand.”

| chose this as my Confirmation passage because it means that even though Confirmation may feel like an
end, it is only the beginning because God has a plan. | feel that his plan for me on this earth is not only to
love God, but also to make heaven crowded. | can achieve this goal by reminding myself that when Jesus
died on the cross, he thought of everyone who has ever, and will ever, walk on the earth, and loved every
one of them. Jesus loved them even if they would never accept him as their own. | believe in Jesus as my
own Savior and hope to help others find him too. | need to simply love everyone as Jesus loved me. After
all, one day | will look into the eyes of Jesus and be at home!

Alyssa Rae Randolph Job 8:5-7

But if you will seek God earnestly and plead with the Almighty, if you are pure and upright, even now he
will rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to your prosperous state. Your beginnings will seem
humble, so prosperous will your future be.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because it reminds me that as | continue life with true faith
in God, he will protect me no matter what troubles and temptations come my way. My faith in God gives
me comfort because | know that my future will remain in his hands and that he will bless my future with
success and brightness. When we put our trust in God in everything we do in life, he will protect us. God
is our King, our number one Protector. | will spread the word of God and encourage my friends and
family to put their trust in God and truly love him and have faith in him. | will tell them that he will bless
their future and protect them at all costs. | will remind them that their sins are forgiven because Jesus has
already paid for our sins by suffering on the cross. We can show that we are thankful that he sacrificed
himself as we live our lives for him.

Hailey Anne Ristow Jeremiah 29:11
“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”

| chose this passage because | always worry about the future. | worry what my choices now will become
later. It’s a normal thing to be anxious for the future, but | find comfort in this passage, knowing God has
a plan for everything. | think ... what will that grade do to my report card, will | fail or pass that test,
what if | don’t know anyone, what if | miss that layup and cost us the game? And now | know that even if
that happens, and even though | could’ve studied more, or | could’ve practiced more, God will work it
out for his purpose. Sometimes something really bad happens and | forget about God’s promise to keep
me safe, that his plan is for my good, and | blame myself for what happened. So as | grow | hope to
remember this passage and God’s promises to prosper me and not harm me. | think one of the most
inspirational stories is of Paul. He was an evil person. God still chose him and forgave him and made him
into one of the most faithful people in the Bible. Even though sometimes | do terrible things, | think no
one could love me after I've done something so bad. God forgives me over and over and it brings me
closer to him. And it was all part of his plan, to have me fall almost to the very bottom, and then he will
bring me up even higher than before. | hope to remember this passage as | go into high school where
sometimes | might feel like | have no one or there’s no hope. Then | can remember it was God’s plan all
along. And in college where | might struggle with my grades and money, | know God has a purpose for
me always.



Jackson Tyler Rossmann Matthew 6:26-27

Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what
you will wear. Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying
add a single hour to your life?

The reason | chose this passage is because it reminds me not to worry. In life there are struggles that
cause concern and worry, but the passage reminds me God will always care for me. | know he will care
for me because he says he will take care of the birds and the creatures of the earth. | am God’s prized
creation, so if he cares for animals and everything that he has made, he will surely care for me. These
verses also remind me that God is in control and | can’t change the outcome of what is going to happen
by worrying. If | worry about these things, | am showing | don’t trust God and what he planned for my
life. None of this adds any days to my life and just adds unneeded stress that weighs me down with
burden. Because of his grace and love for his wonderful creation, God will never leave me or cause things
| worry about to separate me from his love in Christ.

Eddie Neil Rynders Jeremiah 29:11
“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because | have always found comfort in this verse. “For |
know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD. This brings me joy in knowing that the Lord has
planned out my life, and is continuing to keep me from harm and danger according to his plan for me. It
tells me how he is always there with me and guiding me down the right path to help me glorify and praise
him in all | do. “Plans to prosper you and not to harm you...” He has a plan to help me succeed
throughout life, not to harm or break me down. “Plans to give you hope and a future.” He is going to be
with me every second of my journey and give me hope when | need it the most. He also has a future
planned for me in heaven. This is why | chose Jeremiah 29:1 | as my Confirmation verse.

Schuyler Richard Santos Joshua [:9
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with
you wherever you go.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation passage because of the great meaning in the passage. “Be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged; for the Lord your God will be with you
everywhere you go.” The start of this passage encourages us to be strong and courageous, which can
help both spiritually and emotionally. It strengthens us to talk to God and to be strong and courageous in
our everyday life. The next part tells us to not be afraid. This helps in many ways, especially in not being
afraid to confess our sins or emotions to our Father in heaven. The next part tells us not to be
discouraged. This can help us if we're feeling lost in our faith and don’t know how to motivate ourselves
to get back on the right path and into the arms of God the Father. The last part of the passage tells us
that the Lord our God will be with us wherever we go. That is really an important message since it tells
us that at any moment we always have God watching over us making sure that we stay safe. It also shows
that God is always there to help in the rough times when we need someone the most.



Jacob David Schenkel Psalm 63:4
| will praise you as long as | live, and in your name | will lift up my hands.

This verse says, “l will praise you as long as | live, and in your name | will lift up my hands.” For me this
passage has a lot of meaning. | believe that praise has a very strong definition. Praise can be anything that
glorifies God. A lot of things glorify God: your job, your Christian attitude, your good works of faith, and
so on. Now think of how many times it may be that we slip up in our praising God, and instead keep the
praise for ourselves. | think of a professional athlete; an athlete gets a lot of praise for his skill and talent.
A Christian athlete praises God for the talent he has at a sport or activity. A non-Christian athlete might
take all the glory himself because it pumps him up.

Now it’s certainly not only in sports that we praise God. The part of the passage that says, “In your name
| will lift up my hands,” tells me what | need to do. Lifting up your hands when you hear his name can be
teaching an unbeliever or someone who doesn’t know about Jesus about him. That is also praise. | believe
that we Christians are on earth to spread the Word of God. Using all the talents God has given me, |
want to share the Word of God with unbelievers and people who don’t know about the great things God
has done for us. | will use all of my talents and my ability to share God’s Word with others.

Allie Rose Schneck Matthew 28:20
Surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because it is comforting to me. It gives me comfort to know
that God is with me always. God protects me by keeping evil from me or delivering me from evil’s harm.
He sends angels to constantly watch over me and protect me. He makes everything in my life serve for my
good. God tells me what | need to hear when | read the Bible, attend church, and study His word. God
loves me because he sent his only Son to suffer and die on the cross for my sins. Without Jesus, my sins
would separate me from God. Because of Jesus’ great love for me, my sins are now paid in full. This verse
reminds me that | don’t have to worry about dying. Because Jesus rose from the dead, | too will be raised
on the last day to live with Him forever in heaven.

Dominic Jordan Schnier Jeremiah 29:11
“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”

| chose this as my passage because it is a guide for me to look back on when | need to know that God is
with me. | decided that this would be my passage in the 6th grade when Dr. Nelson said it would be a
great Confirmation passage. At first | wanted to choose this passage just because he said that. Now |
understand what it means and why it would be a great passage due to all that | have learned in
Confirmation class. This passage tells me that God knows what he has in store for me - “For | know the
plans | have for you.” No matter what happens in my life, God will use it to make me a better person and
a better Christian - “plans to prosper you and not to harm you.” This passage also says that no matter what,
| will end up in heaven with Jesus for eternity. | chose this passage because it reminds me that God is
always with me and there is always hope, even if it might not seem like it - “plans to give you hope and a
future.” Jeremiah 29:11 is my Confirmation passage because it serves as a reminder that God has plans
for me and is guiding my path. He will always be with me no matter what challenges | may face
throughout my life.



Nathaniel Owen Sperber Jeremiah 29:11
“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”

This verse reminds me that God always has a plan for me. No matter what happens, | know God is
working for my good. | know that when I’'m going through a tough time, | don’t have to worry. | can take
comfort in God’s promise to help me prosper. This verse doesn’t mean God will take away all my
worries immediately. But instead, through my problems | will thrive and my faith will become stronger.
God promises to give me hope and a future. This reminds me that, though faith, | am given the hope of
heaven. My future on earth will come to an end. But because of Jesus’ death on the cross and his
resurrection, | am given an eternal future with him in heaven. And | know my life on earth can’t even be
compared to an eternity in heaven with Jesus Christ, my Savior.

Megan Lynn Tweedie Joshua 1:9
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with
you wherever you go.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because life can throw many curve balls. | know when daily
challenges and decisions may come my way, | can be confident knowing in my heart that God will be with
me. | can be strong, | can be courageous, and | do not have to be afraid. Knowing this helps me to face
hard obstacles that come my way. Knowing this helps me to keep my faith in God and not to feel
discouraged when Satan tries to hurt me, bring me down or test my faith.

When | don’t feel strong, | hear the Lord’s words to me: “Be strong, Megan.”
When | don’t feel brave, | hear the Lord’s words to me: “Be courageous, Megan.”
When | feel terrified, | hear the Lord's words to me: “Don't be afraid, Megan.”
“For | am with you everywhere you go.”

Each time | am faced with another opportunity to be strong on my path God has given, | am encouraged
when God helps me to defeat evil and to grow into a deeper relationship with my Savior.

The ultimate reason for me having strength and courage isn’t because | am courageous, it is because God
promised to be with me and | know he will never walk away from me.

Preston Jay Vahovick Mark 10:45
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

| have chosen this as my profession of faith passage because it reflects how | want to live my life: serving
others. | want to serve like Jesus did when he cleared the temple courts. Jesus set an example of serving
others by rebuking demons, feeding the five thousand, and curing leprosy. But the ultimate sacrifice was
him dying on the cross, making us redeemed and forgiven from our sins, and saving us from eternal
damnation.



Brooke Kimberly Weber Joshua 1:9
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with
you wherever you go.

| have chosen this as my Confirmation verse because | know | am going to face many more struggles the
older | get. This verse assures me that | don’t need to fear what will happen to me or worry about what
will come next. In this verse, God says that we should be strong and courageous. No matter how hard
the struggle is, | should keep my head up and never be discourage or get down on myself. Instead, |
always want to look him for help. | should always know that God will be by my side no matter where | go
and never give up on the life that God has planned for me. Another reason why this is the verse | chose is
because | will face all sorts of temptations. The devil will work extremely hard to get me to fall away from
everything | have been taught, whether it’s in high school, college, or anywhere in life. However, | know
that God will always find a way to draw me back towards him.

Henry Stephen Westphal Acts 16:31
Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.

| chose this passage because it gives hope and comfort in knowing that no matter how much | sin, if |
believe in Jesus | will be saved along with my family. This passage helps me keep my head up when | have
done sinful things and also helps me to repent of my sins. This passage is also helpful in spreading the
word of God, because if someone asks for a basic explanation of Christianity | can show them this
passage. If people are worrying that they aren’t good enough and have sinned too much to be saved and
come to Jesus, this passage is a perfect guide for them. This passage is proof to me that | don’t need to
do good works to go to heaven; all | need is to believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior.



