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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S! 

  

Thank you for celebrating Christmas with us at St. Paul’s. 

  

St. Paul’s is a family of believers in Jesus Christ who love 

each other and our community. Stop by the Welcome Center 

in the church entry for information about any of our 

ministries. An attendant will be there to answer your 

questions. 

  

For Little Children:  There is a “family room” where parents can go to quiet their 

children during the worship service. You can hear the service there. This room is to 

your right as you leave the center doors of the sanctuary.  

 

Restrooms: Restrooms are to the left as you leave the sanctuary. Handicapped/family 

restrooms are to your right as you leave the sanctuary. 

 

Special Needs:  Large-print worship folders and hearing assistance are available. Please 

ask an usher for assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP THEME 

Welcome to worship this Christmas Day. Our focus is “God so loved the world.” We all 

desire a Christmas that is full of love. While the ways that we show love to each other, 

especially in families, are certainly important, God’s love is so much more than a 

sentimental, warm, or fickle kind of love. That’s why the heart of Christmas is God’s 

redeeming love—God’s rescue plan for a humanity alienated from him despite all 

claims of reform, goodness, or morality. The human condition of sin separates us from 

God, and only his action could have solved that problem. The life, death, and 

resurrection of his Son has solved the problem. By trusting what Jesus has done for us, 

heaven awaits us and we live life this side of heaven in loyal thanks for rescue. 

December 25, 2019 CHRISTMAS DAY 
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BELLS 

MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP 

STAND 

HYMN    JOY TO THE WORLD 

 

+ ORDER OF SERVICE + 
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DIALOGUE OF PRAISE 

 

M Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

C O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. You have set your 

glory above the heavens. 

M Give thanks to the Lord of lords, to him who alone does great wonders, who by his 

understanding made the heavens, who spread out the earth upon the waters, who made 

the great lights – the sun to govern the day, the moon and stars to govern the night. 

C Great is the Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit. 

M But our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face 

from us, so that he will not hear. We look for light, but all is darkness; for brightness, 

but we walk in deep shadows. We look for deliverance, but it is far away. 

C For our offenses are many in his sight, and our sins testify against us. Our 

offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge our sins. 

M The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will 

not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our 

sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 

C From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be 

praised. 

M “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous 

Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his 

days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he 

will be called: The Lord our Righteousness.” 

C Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

M Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

C Let the name of the Lord be praised forever and ever. Alleluia! 
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HYMN                                                               ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free 

from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

FIRST LESSON                ISAIAH 52:7-10 

The “beautiful feet” of God’s messengers are privileged to bring  

 the good news of redemption, “the salvation of our God.” 

 
 7 How beautiful on the mountains  

  are the feet of those who bring good news,  

  who proclaim peace,  

  who bring good tidings,  

  who proclaim salvation,  

  who say to Zion,  

  "Your God reigns!"  

 8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;  

  together they shout for joy.  

  When the LORD returns to Zion,  

  they will see it with their own eyes.  

 9 Burst into songs of joy together,  

  you ruins of Jerusalem,  

  for the LORD has comforted his people,  

  he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm  

  in the sight of all the nations,  

  and all the ends of the earth will see  

  the salvation of our God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY             PSALM 98 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sing to the LORD a new song,* 

for he has done marvelous things. 

The LORD has made his salvation known* 

and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 

to the house of Israel;* 

all the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Refrain 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 

burst into jubilant song with music; 

make music to the LORD with the harp,* 

with the harp and the sound of singing. 

Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

and the peoples with equity. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain  
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SECOND LESSON               HEBREWS 1:1-9 

The writer to the Hebrews describes the Christ-child: God himself 

made flesh for the purification of sins and the rule of righteousness 

 
1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us 

by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom 

he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the 

exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 

word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4So he became as much superior 

to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  

5For to which of the angels did God ever say,  

 "You are my Son; today I have become your Father"?  

Or again,  

 "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?  

6And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,  

 "Let all God's angels worship him." 7In speaking of the angels he   

        says, "He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire."  

8But about the Son he says,  

 "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever,  

  and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.  
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;  

  therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions  

  by anointing you with the oil of joy." 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY                     Galatians 4:4,5a 

Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under law, to redeem those under law. Alleluia. 

 

ANTHEM   
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STAND 

 

GOSPEL                      JOHN 1:1-14 

From the Word at creation to the light-shining-in-darkness of Isaiah to the preparatory work of  

John the Baptizer, St. John points to Jesus as the glory of the Lord, full of grace and truth. 

 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.  

3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 

has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The 

light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7He came 

as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men 

might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to 

the light. 9The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the 

world.  

10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 

world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his 

own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 
13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband's will, but born of God.  

14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 

his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

BE SEATED 
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HYMN OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN  
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SERMON                ISAIAH 52:7-10 (SEE PAGE 6.) 

       Christmas Is… 

1. For people who have nothing 

2. For people who need everything 

 

STAND 

SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES CREED WITH LUTHER’S EXPLANATION 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

 ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

 almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 What does this mean? 

 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,  

   and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

  He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,  

   purchased and won me from all sins, from death,  

   and from the power of the devil;  

 not with gold or silver, but with his holy,    

 precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death,  

All this he did that I may be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and  

  serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,  

  just as he is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  

This is most certainly true. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING     
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STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 

Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time 

sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

M What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 

cloth and lying in a manger. 

C Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our 

Savior. 

M In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know 

that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread 

abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also 

make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we 

have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 

people. 

   Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

   Silent prayer. 

M As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today 

and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

M Lord, we pray in your name and as you taught. 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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BE SEATED 

 

PREFACE 

M The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

M Lift up your hearts.  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh you have given us a new 

revelation of your glory that, seeing you in the person of your Son, we may know 

and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and the archangel 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, 

evermore praising you and saying: 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION ANTHEM 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  34   NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE  

  38   FROM HEAV’N ABOVE TO EARTH I COME 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

STAND 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

M Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C His love endures forever. 

M We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, for in him 

you kept all your promises through all the ages. Send us now, we pray, to tell all the 

news of glory in the highest and peace on earth that we have seen and heard. 

C Amen. 
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BLESSING 

M May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one,  

 fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and 

 the hope of eternal life. And the blessing of God Almighty — the Father, the  

 Son, and the Holy Spirit — be upon you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

PREACHER and PRESIDING MINISTER  Pastor David Kuehl 

 
MUSIC 

Noel Nouvelet  ( As The Green Blade Rises )   by Raymond Haan 

Can You See the Light in Bethlehem?   by Joseph Graham and David Angerman 

Christmas Brass Medley"   arr. Dana Everson 

He Is Born   by Joyce Eilers 

Angelic Christmas   arr. Paul Edwards 

 
JOIN US AGAIN! 

• Traditional Service (Saturday @ 5:00 pm, Sunday @ 7:45 and 9:15 am, 

Wednesday @ 7:00 pm) features the historic liturgy of the church with 

music led primarily by organ and piano. 

• Contemporary Service (Sunday @ 10:45 am) retains much of the historic 

liturgy with worship led by one of our praise bands.  

• The Bridge (Sunday @ 10:15 am) is held in our Trinity Gym which we 

transform into a modern worship environment. The setting is casual with the 

room darkened to allow you to participate as you feel comfortable or just listen.  

 

 

  

 

Our vision is that by every possible means we bring every     

person in our area of influence closer to Christ through        

regular worship, small groups, and serving together. 
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